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Goals

üReview normal pediatric airway anatomy

üReview pediatric airway evaluation

üPictures of abnormal airways

üFormulate a flexible/safe plan



Pediatric Airway Anatomy

üObligate nasal breathers with narrow nares

üLarynx is cephalad C3 (adults C5)

üEpiglottis narrow, floppy and posteriorly 

angled

üCricoid cartilage narrowest part and forms 

complete ring

üLarge tongue, adenoids, and tonsils resulting 

in difficult ventilation & visualization







Adult Larynx



Infant Larynx


