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Review normal pediatric airway anatomy
Review pediatric airway evaluation
Pictures of abnormal airways

~ormulate a flexible/safe plan
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(Y} | Pediatric Airway Anatomy
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Obligate nasal breathers with narrow nares
Larynx is cephalad C3 (adults C5)

Epiglottis narrow, floppy and posteriorly
angled

Cricoid cartilage narrowest part and forms
complete ring

Large tongue, adenoids, and tonsils resulting
In difficult ventilation & visualization
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Narrow upper airway
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Fig. 26-1. Diagram of a coronal section through the airway
of an infant. Areas where there are significant differences
from adults are highlighted. {(From Wetzel RC: Anesthesia
for pediatric trauma. In Stene JK, ed: Trauma anesthesia,
Baltimore, 1989, Williams & Wilkins.)
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Fig. 26-2. Schematic drawing of an aduit (A) and infant (B) airway. Note the comparison
between the cylindrically shaped airway with uniform diameters in the adult as compared
to the conically shaped airway of the child with the narrowest region at the cricoid. P,

posterior; 4, anterior. (From Cote CJ, Todres ID: The pediatric airway. In Ryan JR, To-

dres ID, Cote CJ et al, eds: A practice of anesthesia for infants and children, Philadelphia,
1986, WB Saunders.)
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Y4 | Adult Larynx
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Infant Larynx
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