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The Pediatric AirwayThe Pediatric AirwayThe Pediatric AirwayThe Pediatric Airway
L i t h t kL i t h t kLarger occiput; short neckLarger occiput; short neck
Relatively large tongueRelatively large tongue
Potential for loose teethPotential for loose teeth
Small nasal and airway passagesSmall nasal and airway passagesy p gy p g
Enlarged tonsillar and adenoidal Enlarged tonsillar and adenoidal 
tissuetissue



The Pediatric Airway contThe Pediatric Airway contThe Pediatric Airway cont.The Pediatric Airway cont.

N h t i l tti l dN h t i l tti l dNarrow short epiglottis angled Narrow short epiglottis angled 
into lumen of the airwayinto lumen of the airwayyy
Cephalad anterior larynx (CCephalad anterior larynx (C22--33))
Airway narrowest at cricoidAirway narrowest at cricoidAirway narrowest at cricoid Airway narrowest at cricoid 
cartilagecartilage
Sh t t hSh t t hShort tracheaShort trachea
Decreased structural elasticityDecreased structural elasticity



Pediatric Airway PearlsPediatric Airway PearlsPediatric Airway PearlsPediatric Airway Pearls
P h ldi f th kP h ldi f th kProper holding of the maskProper holding of the mask
Alignment of oral, pharyngeal and Alignment of oral, pharyngeal and 
t h lt h ltracheal axestracheal axes
Proper size and use of equipmentProper size and use of equipment
Increased airway sensitivityIncreased airway sensitivity
Proper size and placement of nasal Proper size and placement of nasal p pp p
and oral airwaysand oral airways
Less is better!!!!Less is better!!!!Less is better!!!!Less is better!!!!
















